OB
Charter and Ordinance committee minutes @ :

23 August 2018

Committee members present: Rebecca Mattis (chair), Chris Ettori, Melinda Humphrey,
Lisa Ryan

Others present: Aldermen Paul Clifford and Matt Whitcomb, President Davis, Attorney
Bloomer, Chief Kilcullen, Gordon Dritschilo from the Herald, and resident Chris Siliski

Meeting convened at 5:32 pm.

The chair began by reading a summary of the situation as it stood after the first Charter
and Ordinance committee meeting on the subject. The Chief had come to the board of
aldermen in 2017 requesting authority to regulate parking on the “off road” section of the
street, which is the portion within city right of way alongside the traveled portion of the
street. (It is often the portion between the pavement and the sidewalk, but is not limited to
areas with a sidewalk.) Specific streets mentioned were Edgerton, Columbian, Forest,
Baxter, Cleveland, and Prospect. For example, on Edgerton Ave, when cars are parked
legally on one side of the street in the traveled lane, and cars are parked on the grass on
the other side of the street, fire trucks cannot pass. This problem would be solved by
prohibiting off-road parking on that street. The Chief was looking for an ordinance that
would be easily understood and that would make it easy to indentify when a violation
occurs, for ease of enforcement.

Different options were developed at the previous committee meeting in 2017. These
include banning off-road parking entirely; banning overnight off-road parking; banning
storage vehicles off-road, and erecting signage in problem areas.

Attorney Bloomer stated that section 5053(a) of city ordinance already allows the chief to
regulate parking off-road. This section reads in part: “The chief of police is hereby
authorized to erect signs indicating prohibiting or restricting of parking privileges within
areas reserved for public parking, owned or leased to or by the city....” etc. Chief
Kilcullen had not been acting under this authority because he had only been considering
the specific bans outlined in section 5041, which are the bans that require no signs (such
as no parking on the sidewalk, on a crosswalk, etc.).

The chair asked those present if they agreed with Attorney Bloomer. There was
widespread agreement and support for the Chief to erect signs regulating off-road
parking.

Specific citywide bans were discussed. Alderman Ettori spoke in support of an overnight
ban, because it would probably also result in less daytime parking in those areas;
however, it was noted that this would result in people parking in the street at night, which
would potentially cause problems for nighttime street traffic. Mr. Siliski expressed his
opinion that nebulous language in ordinance should be clarified. He also said that he felt
it would be unfair to enforce certain parking rules on some streets and not others;
furthermore, he felt a citywide off-road parking ban would make the city much more



attractive, as well as being more fair. The chair responded that this might create more
problems than it solves; since there are areas in which existing off-road parking is not a
problem, moving those cars into the street would create a greater problem. Attorney
Bloomer noted that we should not “use a bazooka to kill a fly” and that most of the
existing problems can be solved by the police chief using the authority he already has
under ordinance.

The only problem not solvable by signage is the issue of storage vehicles and junk cars
parked off-road. The reason is that if signs are placed in an area with storage vehicles,
said vehicles would just be moved to areas without signs. There was general agreement
that the city should consider banning storage vehicles and junk cars in city right of way.
Attorney Bloomer informed the committee that he already had crafted the language for
this potential ban after the previous meeting in 2017, but that he wanted to take another
look at it before bringing it to the board.

No motions were made by the committee and the meeting adjourned at 6:30. This report
is for information only.

Respectfully submitted,
Rebecca Mattis, chair



