RUTLAND CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

City Hall - 52 Washington St. — Rutland, VT 05701
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 969 — Rutland, VT 05702
Phone: 802-773-1800

Minutes
April 12, 2017

Present: Susan Schreibman (SS), Alvin Figiel (AF), Dave Coppock (DC) and Pat Griffin (PG).

Also Present: Tara Kelly (Zoning Administrator), Robert Tanner (Building Inspector) and
Michael Gauthier (RRA Board member and Green Screen Graphics)

SS, Chair, called the meet to order at 5:30 pm.
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ADDITIONS/DELETIONS — None.
PUBLIC COMMENT — None.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES — March 22, 2017.

DC moved to approve the minutes of March 22, 2017. SS noted some minor typos. AF
seconded motion to accept minutes with corrections of typos. Motion carried
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS — None.
OLD BUSINESS
Zoning Update. Not discussed.

Sien Ordinance. Mike Gauthier was welcomed to the meeting. He had offered to review
the draft Sign Ordinance and provide comment. His input was welcomed by all. Key
points of discussion were as follows:

e Purpose statement is strong. Good touch point for the rest of the regulation.
Ensure details are in line with this.

e Grandfathering of signs up until the point there is a change in ownership is okay.
Need to be strict then about removing signs no longer in compliance with new
ordinance once this is triggered.

e Double-check to ensure section on Pre-Existing Signs and Abandonment are
consistent and enforceable.

e Strong enforcement of Sign Ordinance is needed now and in future.
e Monument signs — 12” base is short. Recommends changing to 24”.

e Setbacks for monument signs and more need to be reviewed to ensure they are set
back far enough to not impede line of sight for cars, especially at driveway exits.



o Consider if variances are appropriate at times.

e No longer allowed internally lit signs is a big change. Much discussion of this
point. Planning Commission striving for a change and setting a new standard.

e Mike made the point that in general, smaller and simpler signs communicate
better to the driving public. Okay to strive for this.

e Electronic Messaging Boards discussed at length. Might they serve a purpose as
informational / civic purpose? Treat differently than commercial advertising
purposes? Needs more thought and research.

e Other minor changes discussed and will be reflected in next draft.

e SS explained Ordinance is intended to have a major impact. It might take 20
years to get there, but it feels important to the community and its place in VT.

Commission members asked Mike if he would consider joining them at future public discussions
to express support for the new Ordinance. He said he would. He would start by reporting back to
the RRA board.

Public outreach prior to Board of Aldermen review of draft discussed. Could provide useful
information and feedback in advance. The idea of having a website where the Ordinance could
be reviewed — along with the presentation being prepared by Patrick (and his wife, Kimberly)
was discussed.

Next steps:
e Review the presentation (Patrick to email to all).
e Bob review setback criteria to determine if adequate.
e Layout plan for outreach.

SS noted she intends to invite Mayor Allaire to join the next meeting to discuss planning goals
and Commission work.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE — To be reviewed and discussed at next meeting.
VII. ADJOURN.

SS moved to adjourn. AF seconded. Motion was unanimously approved. The meeting
ended at 7:00 pm. The next meeting will be April 26.

For the Commission:

Tara Kelly



