
CITY OF RUTLAND, VERMONT 
Development Review Board Minutes 

Wednesday May 20, 2020 
 
Development Review Board Members: Stephanie A. Lorentz, Al Paul, Jim Pell, Steve Wilk and Mike 
McClallen. Members present: McClallen (Chair), Lorentz, Wilk, Paul and Pell. 
 
Also present: Zoning Administrator Tara Kelly. 
 
At 6:01 PM Chair McClallen called to order Public Hearing #1 to consider a Conditional Use application 
from the City of Rutland to replace a structurally failing box culvert structure on Mussey Brook the point 
the brook crosses Park Street in the Special Flood Hazard Area and floodway. 
 
Chair McClallen explained that following the applicant’s testimony the Board will ask questions and then 
open the hearing to the general public for questions.  
 
Anyone wishing to participate in the hearing was given a chance to swear in. 
 
In attendance for this hearing was Craig Jewett of Otter Creek Engineering as a consultant to the City’s 
Department of Public Works. There were 2 additional members of the public in attendance: Ed Safford 
and Yvonne Brunot of 164 Church Street. 
 
Chair McClallen asked Mr. Jewett to present the project.   The following testimony was offered:  

• The box culvert structure will be replaced with a larger, more hydrologically sufficient structure 

• The structure will be approximately 20’ wide x 43’ long.   

• The design will accommodate a future sidewalk DPW has planned for the northside of Park St 

• Permits have been submitted to the State related to wetlands and stream alteration 

• This review is required per the City’s flood hazard regulations 
 
The Site Plan application and full set of construction drawings were provided 

 
The application was provided to the ANR Floodplain Manager for review as required by the City’s 
regulations.  A letter with comments was received prior to the hearing.  Those comments were shared 
with the DRB members.  The primary finding of that review is as follows: 

the conveyance area within the replacement culvert meets and exceeds the current capacity and 

therefore creates a larger opening for floodwaters during the occurrence of the base flood which 

meets the requirement of maintaining the existing flood carrying capacity as outlined in §6508. 
 
The Chair asked for questions from the Board.  There were none.  Chair McClallen asked for other 
questions from the general public. There were no further questions or comments.   
 
McClallen adjourned the hearing and informed everyone of the statutory timeframes related to 
decisions and appeals.  The hearing ended at 6:06 PM. 
 
At 6:15 PM Chair McClallen called to order Public Hearing #2 to consider a Conditional Use application 
from the City of Rutland to replace a culvert on Tenney Brook at the point it crosses Church Street in the 
Special Flood Hazard Area. 



Chair McClallen explained that following the applicant’s testimony the Board will ask questions and then 
open the hearing to the general public for questions.  
 
Anyone wishing to participate in the hearing was given a chance to swear in. 
 
In attendance for this hearing was Craig Jewett of Otter Creek Engineering as a consultant to the City’s 
Department of Public Works.   There were 2 additional members of the public in attendance: Ed Safford 
and Yvonne Brunot of 164 Church Street. 
 
Chair McClallen asked Mr. Jewett to present the project.  
 
The following testimony was offered by Mr. Jewett:  

• The culvert to be replaced in on Church St in between Vernon St and North St. 

• This is a 3-sided structure with a natural stream bottom with a headwall configuration 

• The headwalls will be a ready-rock style wall with an exterior face that mimics the existing 
headwalls at the site currently. 

• A Stream Alteration permit has been submitted to the State  
 
The application was provided to the ANR Floodplain Manager for review as required by the City’s 
regulations.  A letter with comments was received prior to the hearing.  Those comments were shared 
with the DRB members.  The primary finding of that review is as follows: 

the conveyance area within the replacement culvert meets and exceeds the current capacity and 

therefore creates a larger opening for floodwaters during the occurrence of the base flood which 

meets the requirement of maintaining the existing flood carrying capacity as outlined in §6508. 
 
The Chair asked for questions from the Board.  Lorentz asked how long the project would take.  Mr. 
Jewett estimated a 90-day construction period starting in late August / early September.   
 
There was some discussion about the State’s protocol for removing trees the fall upstream and get 
lodged in a culvert.   
 
Chair McClallen asked for other questions from the general public. There were no further questions or 
comments.  Mr. Jewett offered to Mr. Safford and Brunot that if they had any concerns during the 
construction period they could reach out to him directly. 
 
McClallen adjourned the hearing and informed everyone of the statutory timeframes related to 
decisions and appeals.  The hearing ended at 6:27 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tara Kelly 


