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ATTENDANCE 

 
DRB MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Michael McClallen, Chair 
Stephanie Lorentz 
Al Paul 
Jim Pell 
Steve Wilk 
 
STAFF PRESENT:   
Andrew Strniste, Zoning Administrator 
 
109 GROVE STREET:   
Trevor Smith, Landowner/Applicant 

Whitney Standefer-Smith, Landowner 
Carol Hignite, Abutting Neighbor (62 Ives  

Avenue) 
Michael Aheran, Abutting Neighbor (61 Ives  

Avenue) 
Susan Aheran, Abutting Neighbor (61 Ives  

Avenue) 
 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   
None 

 

 
* Denotes that the attendee joined via Go-to-Meeting

 
 
• Members of the Rutland City Development Review Board convened in the Aldermen’s 

Chambers at Rutland City Hall @ 52 Washington Street around 5:55 PM. 
• No general public was in attendance to provide public comment before the evening’s hearings.   
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – SITE PLAN REVIEW (58 IVES AVENUE) 6:06 PM 
APPLICANT: TREVOR SMITH 
LANDOWNER:  TREVOR SMITH & WHITNEY STANDEFER-SMITH 
ZONING DISTRICT: SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (SFR) 

 
[6:06] Chair M. McClallen called the hearing to order and provided an overview of the hearing 

procedures.  The subject of the evening’s hearing related to the construction of a rear deck 
in the property’s north side setback at the subject property, 58 Ives Avenue.  Chair M. 
McClallen then swore in all those who were in attendance wishing to provide testimony 
during the evening’s public hearing.   

[6:07] The Applicant, Trevor Smith, informed the Board that he is proposing to construct a 12 ft. x 
16 ft. deck off the rear, east side of the single-family dwelling.  Applicant Smith stated that 
he recently finished an addition that was situated in the same footprint as a previously 
existing enclosed porch, which is why a permit was not needed.  Upon completing the deck, 
it will provide better utilization of the backyard.  The single-family dwelling is currently ±5 
ft. from the north side setback, noting that it was built in 1920.  The deck will more or less 
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remain in the same plane as the single-family dwelling, explaining that the deck tapers a 
little more, thus being slightly closer to the north property line.  The deck will not be 
enclosed or have a roof and the lighting will remain the same – an existing light is already 
installed.  Board Member Lorentz inquired about landscaping along the south side of the 
property.  In response, Applicant Smith informed the Board that there was no existing 
landscaping along the south boundary line except for an oversized shrub.  There is a tree-
line along the north side property line and along the east rear property line. 

[6:11] Carol Hignite, an abutting neighbor at 62 Ives Avenue, informed the Board that the tree-line 
along the north side property line is on her property and that it is not maintained.  She also 
purported two discrepancies in the submitted Staff Report: the first being that the Applicant 
depicted in Attachment 3 that the deck is 4.7 feet from the north side property line, while 
Staff had stated that the deck would be ±4 feet in the report.  The second purported 
discrepancy was a statement in the Staff Report that stated: 

“. . . the deck would encroach into the north side setback; however, is not 
anticipated to encroach into the setback much further than the already 
existing single-family dwelling.” [Emphasis Added] 

Abutting Neighbor Hignite informed the Board that the deck will be closer to the 
property line than the single-family dwelling.  Staff Member Strniste informed those 
in attendance about his methodology for determining setback measurements – 
which includes reviewing internal resources at the City.  Abutting Neighbor Hignite 
then inquired about the height of the deck.  Applicant Smith advised that the deck 
will be 51 inches off the ground in order to meet the same level as an existing door.  
Since the yard slopes away from the residence, the height of the deck will be 64 
inches at its further point from the building.   

[6:17] Applicant Smith then informed the Board that he spoke to the Building Inspector, 
who stated that a 42-inch railing is required.  Clarification about the height of the 
deck was provided.  The other attending neighbors, Michael & Susan Aheran, 
advised that they did not have any public comment other than they were in support 
of the application.   

[6:18] The Board had no other questions, nor did the Applicant provide additional testimony.  
Chair M. McClallen adjourned the hearing and provided an overview of the process going 
forward. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 6:20 PM 

 
 
[6:20] The Board entered into closed deliberation to discuss the evening’s hearing.   

[6:25] Staff Member Strniste informed the Board that there were no upcoming hearings scheduled. 

[6:27] The Board adjourned the evening’s meeting. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by Andrew Strniste, Planning & Zoning Administrator 


