
CITY OF RUTLAND, VERMONT 
Development Review Board Minutes 

Wednesday October 7, 2020 
 
Development Review Board Members: Stephanie A. Lorentz, Al Paul, Jim Pell, Steve Wilk and Mike 
McClallen. Members present: McClallen (Chair), Lorentz, Wilk, Paul and Pell. 
Also present: Zoning Administrator Tara Kelly. 
 
At 6:03 PM Chair McClallen called to order the Public Hearing to consider an application from Heartland 
Development LLC (owners: Heritage Family Federal Credit Union) to amend a recent Variance decision 
that allowed a new use (administrative offices and training spaces for Community Health Centers for the 
Rutland Region) to be put into the former Tuttle Hall.  The original proposal was for 25+/- employees to 
be allowed on site from Mon-Fri from 9AM - 5PM, with occasional training events after hours with 
additional attendees.  The DRB was asked to consider an amendment to that Variance and issue a new 
decision that allows up to 50 employees from 8AM – 8PM seven days per week.   
 
Chair McClallen explained that following the applicant’s testimony the Board will ask questions and then 
the hearing will be open to the general public for questions.  Anyone wishing to participate in the 
hearing was given a chance to swear in.  In attendance for this hearing to represent the Variance 
request were Victoria Hone, Attorney for Heartland Development LLC, John Weatherhogg of Heartland 
Development LLC, and Elizabeth Glynn, Attorney for the Community Health Center.  
 
There were 4 additional members of the public in attendance: Dorothy Blicharz and Judy Blicharz of 5 
Clement Road, Christopher Ettori (observer) and Brian Toomey (undeclared).    
 
Chair McClallen asked the applicant to present the project.  Attorney Victoria Hone presented that the 
application is essentially same as the testimony from the previous Variance request.  This amendment to 
the prior Variance remains focused on CHCRR’s use of Tuttle Hall and the expanded number of 
employees and hours are maximums.  It is not expected that all 50 employees will be present at all of 
the hours.  The impact of the expanded proposed use is not greater than the previous use by the school. 
  
Chair McClallen asked if there were any questions from the Board.  There was clarification sought and 
provided about the types of uses CHCRR will be moving to this location.  The response was medical 
billing offices, call center, and training for employees.  This is an administrative office for CHCRR. 
 
There were no additional questions by the Board.  Chair McClallen said he would take testimony from 
the public.  He asked each person in attendance for their questions or comments.  The only question 
came from Ms. Dorothy and Ms. Judy Blicharz, 5 Clement Road. They asked if there will be a traffic study 
completed as development is proposed for the full property.  Mr. Weatherhogg responded that a traffic 
study is underway in consideration of building senior housing.  That study will be completed by the time 
an application is submitted to the City for consideration. 
 
Hearing no further questions or comments, Chair McClallen adjourned the hearing.  The DRB has 45 
days to render a decision and if anyone objects they have 30 days to appeal to the Environmental Court. 
 
The hearing ended at 6:13 PM. 
 



At 6:15PM Chair McClallen called to order the second agenda item: Sketch Plan Review for 85 Field 
Avenue subdivision proposal.  The applicant, Sallie Gill, was present.  No other members of the public 
were in attendance.   
 
Ms. Gill presented her proposal to subdivide the property between the main house (which is a Bed and 
Breakfast) and the barn on the property which has one apartment within it.  She is proposing that access 
to the property will be through shared use of the main driveway to be recorded in the deeds of both 
properties.  Separate water and sewer services will be established for the barn.   
 
The DRB asked why parcel #2 included a small section with a shed on the east side of the property when 
it appeared to more naturally fit with parcel #1.  Ms. Gill responded it was simply personal preference as 
she intended to sell parcel #1 and retain parcel #2. 
 
Access to parcel #2 is currently shown as traversing across a shared driveway with parcel #1.  The DRB 
asked about this situation.  Ms. Gill explained she was contemplating installing a driveway along the 
same route as the water and sewer pipes to create access off of Grove Street.  The DRB encouraged her 
to do so, but suggested she check with the Department of Public Works about whether or not the width 
and location of the driveway is appropriate. 
 
Ms. Gill’s hearing to review the final plat is scheduled for October 21, 2020 at 6pm. 
 
Having no other business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tara Kelly 


