
CITY OF RUTLAND, VERMONT 
Development Review Board Minutes 

Wednesday October 21, 2020 
 
Development Review Board Members: Stephanie A. Lorentz, Al Paul, Jim Pell, Steve Wilk and Mike 
McClallen. Members present: McClallen (Chair), Lorentz, Wilk, Paul and Pell. 
Also present: Zoning Administrator Tara Kelly. 
 
At 6:06 PM Chair McClallen called to order the Public Hearing to consider an application for a 2 lot 
residential subdivision of 85 Field Avenue (currently 4.2 acres).  The applicant, Sallie Gill, was present.  
Other members of the public present were: 

• Robert Ide, president of the Country Grove Home Owners Association 

• Cookie and Israel Mac of 61 Grove Street 

• Danielle Brown of 3 Exeter Street 

• George Ciavola of 5 Exeter Street 
Chair McClellan reviewed hearing procedures and then swore in everyone present. 
 
Ms. Gill presented her proposal to subdivide the property between the main house (which has been a 
Bed and Breakfast for over 10 years) and the barn on the property which has one apartment within it.  
She is proposing that, in the short-term, access to the property will be through shared use of the main 
driveway to be recorded in the deeds of both properties.   
 
Separate water and sewer services will be established for the barn (parcel #2).  Ms. Gill is proposing 
Parcel #2 will have a 40’ section of land extending onto Grove Street where the new services will be run 
while also allowing for a future driveway through that land.  New lots sizes shifted a bit when the 40’ of 
land extension was added.  Current proposed sizes are Lot #1 = 2.19 acres and Lot #2 = 2.04 acres.   
 
The following comments and questions were presented by the public: 

• Cookie and Israel Mac – none 

• Robert Ide – none 

• Danielle Brown – She notes she has an informal agreement regarding access across her driveway 
to a shed on Ms. Gill’s property.  Ms. Gill confirmed this is a casual agreement between the two 
of them which would not be expected to carry on to any future owners. 

• George Ciavola – Mr. Ciavola stated he was told in the past that having access for a lot that 
passes through another lot was not allowed under Zoning.  He wondered if the proposal as 
presented by Ms. Gill is permissible.  He stated the opinion given to him was 30 years ago.   

ZA Kelly pointed to §31-402 of the Zoning Regulations as the provision that would allow of this 
type of situation. She also acknowledged that it is possible regulations may have changed 
and/or the interpretation by the ZA 30 years ago was different.  The DRB took the question and 
information into consideration and will discuss as part of their deliberation. 

 
Chair McClallen advised all present as to the decision-making and appeal process.   
Hearing was adjourned at 6:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tara Kelly 


