
 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 
DRB MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Michael McClallen, Chair 
Stephanie Lorentz 
Al Paul 
Jim Pell 
Steve Wilk 
 
STAFF PRESENT:   

Andrew Strniste, Zoning Administrator 
 
195 WOODSTOCK AVENUE ATTENDEES:   
Steve Wilson, Applicant’s Representative 
 
153 SOUTH MAIN STREET ATTENDEES:   
Keith Foster, Applicant’s Representative 
Andrew Barnard, Landowner Representative 

 
 
• Members of the Rutland City Development Review Board convened in the Aldermen’s 

Chambers at Rutland City Hall @ 52 Washington Street around 5:55 PM. 
• Chair Michael McClallen called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.  No general public was in 

attendance to provide public comment. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – SITE PLAN REVIEW (195 WOODSTOCK AVENUE) 6:03 PM 
APPLICANT: BOHLER ENGINEERING 
LANDOWNER:  MCDONALD’S CORPORATION 
ZONING DISTRICT: GATEWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT – WOODSTOCK AVENUE (GB-WA) 

 
[6:03] Chair Michael McClallen called the hearing to order; provided an overview of the application 

as provided on the agenda and swore in the Applicant.  The Applicant, Steve Wilson, from 
Bohler Engineering, provided an overview of the application, informing the Board that the 
2016 remodel of McDonald’s had generated a lot of business, and as a result, the company 
was now looking to improve and speed up the drive-thru experience.  Applicant Wilson 
informed the Board that there are three aspects of the drive-thru experience: 1) order, 2) 
pay and 3) pick-up.  He then advised that ordering is the slowest part of the process, and 
adding a second ordering point will dramatically improve the ordering process and help 
speed up the drive-thru process.  The second order lane will be added to the green space 
closest to the building.  Board Member Paul confirmed with the Applicant that these 
retrofits occur throughout the country.  Applicant Wilson explained the dual ordering 
process, stating that the two ordering points will alternate back and forth. 

[6:08] Board Member Paul confirmed that the Applicant discussed the application with the City’s 
engineers.  The Applicant informed the Board that without the improvements the site will 
not improve.  Board Member Lorentz inquired about the number vehicles that can be 
stacked; Applicant Wilson answered by informing the Board that there would space for a 
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few more cars, but that would be only part of the story, as the second ordering point would 
allow for faster ordering. 

[6:12] Chair M. McClallen reviewed the memorandum from the engineers and inquired about 
stacking on Woodstock Avenue.  Applicant Wilson responded that vehicles will be getting to 
the ordering point quicker.  Chair M. McClallen inquired about a plan to address the queuing 
issue in the event stacking of vehicles occurred on Woodstock Avenue.  Board Member 
Lorentz inquired about the parking spaces along Woodstock Avenue.  In response to Chair 
M. McClallen’s question about preventing customers from cutting into the drive-thru line 
when accessing the property from the eastern-most curb cut, the Applicant responded that 
an island may be beneficial.  Board Member Pell asked how well the drive-thru at the South 
Main Street McDonald’s is working; the Applicant advised that the dual ordering process is 
working great as there are no longer any stacking issues onto South Main Street. 

[6:18] A discussion ensued about buses accessing the property, as well as how frequent the 
eastern-most curb cut is used.  The hearing was continued to Wednesday, December 15, 
2021 @ 6:00 PM, which will be held in the Downstairs Conference Room.  The Applicant will 
be exploring the utility of the front parking spaces along Woodstock Avenue, as well as 
addressing the concerns noted in the City’s Engineer’s memorandum. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – SITE PLAN REVIEW (153 SOUTH MAIN STREET) 6:31 PM 
APPLICANT: SUMMIT PROPERTIES & DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 
LANDOWNER:  FMI US, LLC 
ZONING DISTRICT: GATEWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT – SOUTH MAIN STREET (GB-SMS) 

 
[6:31] Chair Michael McClallen called the hearing to order; provided an overview of the application 

as provided on the agenda and swore in the Applicant.  The Applicant, Keith Foster, the 
Superintendent from the Bennington, Vermont KFC, was before the Board to provide 
testimony.  Applicant Foster informed the Board that the former KFC was beyond repair 
when taken over and had to be torn down.  The company is now looking to rebuild the 
facility and connect with the existing City infrastructure.  Chair M. McClallen confirmed that 
the number of curb-cuts will be reduced from three to two, as well as confirmed that there 
will 23 parking spaces, two of which will be handicapped.  Discussion ensued about the 
limits of the landscaping and the entrances to the building. 

[6:38] Additional discussion ensued about the number of customers inside the building, as well as 
the drive-thru lane. 

[6:45] Staff called Andrew Barnard, a representative of the Landowner.  Staff left the Chambers to 
print out are responses to the City’s Engineer’s memorandum, dated November 16, 2021.  
The response was submitted into the record and became Attachment 13.  The Board 
received clarification from Andrew Barnard relating to the memorandum and the overall 
project.  Mr. Barnard confirmed that he does not anticipate that traffic will back up onto 
South Main Street, as KFC has done a lot of research relating to the drive-thru lane.  He then 
clarified that they would like to keep the islands painted, as it will be easier for snow 
removal. 

[6:53] Board Member Lorentz asked if the exit will be a right-turn only.  Mr. Barnard responded 
that if a right-turn restriction is required, they would comply with the requirement.  
Confirmation was received from Mr. Barnard relating to the landscape plan. 



[6:57] The Board was satisfied with the application presented and Chair M. McClallen adjourned 
the hearing.  He advised that the Board has 45 days to write the decision, which contains a 
30-day appeal period. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 7:05 PM 

 
 
[7:05] Board Member Wilk made a motion to approve the KFC Application subject to the 

conditions discussed.  The motion was seconded by Board Member Lorentz and approved 
unanimously. 

[7:07] Staff Member Strniste updated the Board regarding the status of the 274 West Street 
application and the events that have occurred in his efforts to obtain updated materials 
from the Applicant. 

[7:24] The Board adjourned the evening’s meeting. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted by Andrew Strniste, Planning & Zoning Administrator 


