
 

 

 

Rutland City Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

March 23, 2022 

 

Present: Alvin Figiel (AF), Rebecca Mattis (RM), Pat Griffin (PG), Sarah Roy (SR) and David 

O’Brien (DO) via phone.  

 

Also Present: Andrew Strniste Planning & Zoning Administrator and Barbara Spaulding 

recording secretary. 

 

RM, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.   

 

I. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS – None. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 9, 2022. 

 

AF moved to approve the minutes of March 9, 2022. RM seconded. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS – None. 

V. OLD BUSINESS – Draft Zoning Bylaws Zoning Districts. 

Andrew suggested picking up the discussion from the last meeting and determining 

which uses under Public Assembly and Community would be permitted in the Mixed-Use 

District. The discussion centered on the definition of “conditional use” being reasonable 

without undue adverse effect to the neighborhood and whether site plan review includes 

the necessary review of the potential effects some uses would have on the neighborhood. 

Andrew explained that him requiring more information/documents from applicants is 

sometimes less palatable than those documents being requested by the Development 

Review Board, a group of people. The uses that would not be permitted under Public 

Assembly and Community were correctional facility, cemetery, golf course and hospital. 

PG proposed that all uses under Resource-Based in the Mixed-Use District be permitted. 

RM agreed that these uses are regulated by the state. Following some discussion, the 

consensus was to permit the uses in Mixed-Use District with site plan review. 

RM suggested that the Commissioners focus on the proposed light commercial and 

proposed general commercial districts and which uses would be allowed in those 

districts. Andrew added that the exercise might reveal that the districts could be very 

similar and therefore creating both might not be necessary. AF asked the Commission to 

reconsider calling these proposed districts “commercial” due to them formerly being 

industrial and allowing for uses other than retail.  DO discussed how working from home 

in the future should be considered with regard to allowing for more residential uses in the 



 

 

former industrial district. Andrew recommended that the Planning Commission consider 

the proposed area of light commercial that includes Spruce, Post, Granger and Howe 

Streets as an R-5 District. Discussion continued on which residential uses should be 

allowed in the two proposed commercial districts. The exercise of considering the uses in 

both districts simultaneously could determine whether both districts make sense. In light 

of the time, the exercise ended with residential uses and will be picked back up at the 

next meeting with Commercial & Industrial Uses. 

AF asked about whether the Commission should be considering rehiring Brandy or 

another consultant to assist with the retyping of the draft. Andrew said he is capable of 

making the changes to the map and uses in-house. He does not foresee the need for a 

comprehensive rewriting of the working draft at this time. AF suggested that the 

Commission has only discussed one section of the draft to date and it could be possible 

that the other sections might need additional wordsmithing. Andrew said he will monitor 

the changes over the next couple months and if he feels the work would be unmanageable 

in-house, he will reach out to Brandy. PG added that infrastructure should be something 

the Commission considers in the zoning, and in the past, there was little support for the 

Complete Streets document, but it was ultimately approved. 

VI.      CORRESPONDENCE – SameSun Application for Certificate of Public Good.  

 

3/10/2022 - SameSun, #22-0586-NM, application for CPG, 25 kW (AC) net metered solar 

parking canopy, 150 Woodstock Avenue, 45-day notice for comments.  

 

AF moved to receive and file. PG seconded. DO asked that the application be scanned, 

sent to the Commissioners and placed on the next agenda for discussion. Motion was 

approved. 

 

VII.       ADJOURN – SR moved to adjourn. PG seconded. Motion passed unanimously. The  

meeting ended at 7:12 pm. The next regular meeting will be held April 13, 2022. 

 

 

For the Commission: Barbara Spaulding, Recording Secretary 

 


